ILY 


Chriflanity an 646 and liberal Syſtem, that of 
PoPERY, ahjurd and burdenſome. 
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_ ADVERTISEMENT, 


IN compoſirg the following diſcourſe, the 
author had not the moſt diſtant idea of 
its publication. But as it is the opinion of 
many reſpectable friends, that a collective 
view of the principles of Popery, (con- 
traſted with the plain language of Scripture) 
might be ſerviceable at the preſent juncture, 
he chearfully ſubmits to their requeſt.- He 
is aware, that the ſubject wants the recom- 
mendation of novelty: but at the ſame time 
would remind his readers, that novelty is 
by no means eſſential to frutb or uſeful- 
neſs.---It is his earneſt prayer to God, that 
the enſving pages (however imperfect) may 


be the means of preſerving in ſome, and 
awakening in others, a lively ſenſe of the 


worth and importance of the Proteſtant 
Faith. To ſay the truth; we have ſo long 
enjoyed deliverance from Popery, that moſt 
of us ſeem to forget its original frame, 
ſpirit, and tendency. Uninterrupted eaſe, 
naturally creates nn, and Jupineneſs 


18 


f 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


is more deſtructive to the cauſe of Protel- 


tantiſm, than all the gres which the church 
of Rome can kindle. 


This diſcourſe would have Ae ed 


ſooner, had I not thought it neceſſary, by 
way of note, to adduce ſome particular 
proofs of what is aſſerted concerning 


* 


4 


S8 ER M ON, . 


Marr. xi. 30. 


For My YOKE 18 EASY, AND MY | BURDEN 


18 LIGHT: 


WIr the Author of a new religion con 


his doctrine to the approbation of man- 
kind, he will naturally endeavour to obviate 


their objections, as far as may be confiſtent with 


truth and ſincerity. Our Lord ſeems to have 


had this maxim in view, when he told his dif- 
ciples, © that his yoke was eaſy, and his burden 
© light.” He might have inſiſted on the perform- 


ance of his commands, without propoſing al- 


lurements on the one hand, or ſoftening objec- 


tions on the other. But he graciouſly accom- 


modates his diſcourſe to the weakneſs and infir- 


mity of human nature: and as mankind are ſel- 


dom diſpoſed to bear much labour or fatigue, he 


aſſures them, with a condeſcenſion like himſelf, 
that by receiving chriſtianity they ſhould have 


Heſs trouble than in following other ſyſtems, and 


more happineſs than could poſſibly be enjoyed, 
where no kind of religion was practiſed. | 
Lou are not to ſuppoſe, that the Jaller part of 


5 this verſe contains an n idea different from the for- 
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mer. For it is uſual in ſcripture, to denote the 


importance of a propoſition, by repeating the 


words, or ſubſtituting a ſimilar phraſe. But let 


me add, that the metaphors are choſen with great 
accuracy, and the epithets well adapted to re- 


move our prejudice. A yoke is frequently 
Lalling, but this of our 101d eaſy*; and a bur- 


den is often oppreſſ ve, but that of our Saviour's 


light F. 


It will be the buſineſs of this diſcourſe (by 


the bleſſing of God) to illuſtrate and prove the 
obſervation in the text, and then derive from it 
ſuch reflections, as may be ſuited to the great de- 


fign of our preſent meeting——namely, to revive 
a juſt abhorrence of the principles of poetry, 


which are repugnant to thoſe of chriſtianity; and 
_ conſequently, to excite in your breaſt, and my 


own, a ſenſe of gratitude for thoſe remarkable 
INTERPOSITIONS, of which this day 1 18 the accuſ- 


tomed memorial. 


We are to prove, that the Chriſtian religion is is 
what our Saviour repreſents it LIOHT and 


EASY. To this end, let us conſider it, firft as a 
religious—and ſecondly as a moral ſyſtem. 1 ſay, 


1. Let chriſtianity be viewed as a RELIGIOUS 


ſyſtem. 


This includes the doctrines and the 1 in- 


ſtitutions: the one deſigned to exhibit the ar- 


ticles of faith, and the other to regulate the 


ſtandard of worſhip. 


1. In the pocrRINES of Chriſtianity, we may 


read this motto, *© my yoke is eaſy, and my bur- 
den is light.“ 


Ken. I EAz@gen, 


Theſe 


— 


= 
Theſe either confirm the natural ſuggeſtions 


of the human ſpirit, reſpecting a God, a Provi- 
dence, and a future ſtate, or contain diſcove- 


ries, which, however ſuperior to the light of 


reaſon, approve themſelves to the unprejudiced 
mind, as ſoon as they are underſtood. They 


are clear, conſiſtent, rational and encouraging. 


Chriſtianity is not burdened by abſtruſe ſpecu- 


lations, by a multiplicity of ſentiments, or a 
long deduction of particulars. Thoſe things 
about which learned men diſpute, are very ſel- 


dom the doctrines eſſential to Salvation: zheſe 
are few and ſimple; or elſe there could be no 


truth in the prophecy, that © way faring men, 


cc tho' fools, ſhall not err therein *.” The 
whole of Chriſtianity, wherever the Apoſtle 


_ preached it, is reducible to this ſummary, “Re- 
pentance towards God, and faith towards our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt 4.“ And, that you may not 


be mifled on theſe intereſting ſubjects, you are 
told, that * whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh his 
“ fins ſhall find mercy”, but that © Faith without 


works i is dead, being one 


The doctrine of a 5 IR cannot be thought 7 
2 burdenſome part of our creed, becauſe it is 
perfectly analogous to the general adminiſtration 
of PROVIDENCE; for God uſually beſtows his 


| bleſſings by intermediate cauſes, and heightens 
their value by his manner of diſtributing them. 


The promiſe of free pardon to all ſincere peni- 
tents is one of the greateſt bleſſings confh rred 
upon the human race. It is in fact, the founda- 
tion of every other; and ignorance or uncertainty 
upon this head would be ſufficient to embitter 


the ſweeteſt cordial of life. But you read in the 


* Ifaiah xxxv. 8 1 xX 21. 1 


28th 


aJ 4 
10 % 
- 2 
1 
11 
3 + 
3 
1 
8 3 
— 
2. +1 
© : 
4 0 
PE 
17 
= 
W434 
13 
$2 $1, 
$3 $$$ 
I 
L230) 
| : 
4 
. * 
47 
14. 
1 
31 
© 7 
115 
$7 
. 
15 
7 
1 
N ; 
' | 


—— — 
— 


1 
b a> a9 wer. 


— 


—— — ä — — — — 
r 
— - — 


- os a> =P 
— R — 
— and 


_— rr — — + me Cent 
— —— mg, « 8 — 9 r — . 8 
* — oe. — - —— 22 — 4 WY. — 


_ 
— — — — * 
PO * 9 


1 
— 


- 8 — - 
5 
r 

- 


2 
* 


— 


* 


— 


— 
— 


— 


14 ] 
28th verſe, that our Lord is inviting all that are 
weary and heavy laden to come to him; which al- 
ludes to a ſenſe of guilt, rather than natural 
diſtreſs: Now, he that could ſay, I will give 


$7. YOU-T eſt,” might with juitice affirm 8 uy yoke 
5: cary.” 


The afi fakes of the holy Spirit is another 
beautiful and en gaging circumſtance in the Chriſ- 
tian œconomy: In its nature fimple——In its 
exerciſe rational and in its effects delightful. 


To theſe muſt be added, tne ſublime diſco- 
veries of the heavenly world, which exalt the mind 
far above the cares of earth and ſenſe. I truſt, 
a faith of this kind is no burden, but a ſource of 
infinite pleaſure. Here virtue can ſmile, leaning 
upon the arm of hope, and the night of affliction 
brighte ens into the dawn of day. The Apoſtle ob- 
ſerved, a and with joy let the tidings be repeated, 


© Lig and IMMORTALITY are brought to LIGHT | 
by the Golpel,” 82 


Now, compare theſe ſentiments with the reli- 
gion of Hagans. Which will you call a burden? 
To a mind diſpoſed to ſerious enquiry, there can- 
not be a greater burden, than to ſtruggle with 
prejudice and error. Chriſtianity is a clear ob- 
vious ſyſtem, which ſolves our doubts, enlightens 
our minds, and enlarges our hopes: but the re- 
ligion of the ancient heathens (which ſpread 
| through the whole world, except Judæa) was 
perplexed in its fundamental notions—left the 
mind in uncertainty about the divine nature, pla- 
cability and government—multiphed Gods with- 

but reat on— aud bewildered the ſoul 1 in her 1 inqui- 


ries 


more /evere than juſt, they are deſired to read Dr. Leland's 


12 


ries after a future ſtate of rewards and puniſh» 


ments.“ ; 

Let Chriſtians be thankful, they are not in 
bondage to error: © they know the truth, and the 
truth has made them free.“ 

2. The posiTIVE INSTITUTIONS of the Goſpel 


prove its nature to be eaſy and liberal. 
That there ſhould be /ome. inſtitutions of a 


poſitive kind, in the moſt rational ſyſtem ever 


given to the world, is not to be wondered at, 
except by deiſtical writers - who love to make 
objections where there are none. I ſhall not ſtay 
to prove, that the means of religion are neceſ- 
ſary to accompliſh its ends that ſocial beings 
ougght to unite in acts of ſocial prayer that the 


name of God is not duly honoured, without ex- 
preſſing his glory in publick—and that mankind 
would quickly degenerate into ſavages or brutes, 


had they no poſitive inſtitutions to inſtruct and 
edify them. But the proper queſtion is, what 
nature ſhould they conſiſt of, and in what number 


ſhould they abound? to which it may be anſwered, 


that they ſhould be eaſy to practiſe; ſuited to 


every underſtanding; of little expence; not more 
numerous than neceſſary; and conveying by 


lively and ſignificant emblems the moral truths 
which they are deſigned to exhibit, . 


No let Chriſtianity be tried by ſuch a ſtand- 
ard—and it will recommend itſelf by the trial. 
In this ſyſtem there are but zhree poſitive in- 
ſtitutions, even including the Sabbath, which is 
35 | not 
If any ſhould imagine this acccount of the Pagan religie 


77 
2 


extenſive and learned inquiry into the ſtate of the Hare 
world, as a proof of the expediency of the  Chnitian 
revelation. 3 | 

+ John viii. 32. 


16] 


not peculiar to the goſpel, but prevailed under 
the moſaic covenant: and I think it 1s clearly 


proved by writers on this ſubject, that it was 
obſerved with equal conſtancy among the Patri- 
archs. Let it be noticed, however, that though 


our Lord choſe to engraft the Sabbath into his own 
religion (and there never will be much religion 
without it) yet he kindly relaxed its former ſeve- 
rity. So far from incouraging rigour, much leſs 
ſuperſtition, he expreſsly declares, “ I will have 
mercy and not ſacrifice the Sabbath was made 
for man, not man for the Sabbath. 


The next ritual in the church of Chriſt 18 


Bap. i/m : which recommends itſelf by many ob- 


_ vious circumſtances. It was cuſtomary with the 
ancient ſchools of learning, and prevails at this 
day in moſt political ſocieties, that a member 
| ſhall not be admitted, without ſome form ex- 


preflive of his future relation. How natural then, 


that the members of the Chriſtian community 
ſhould be joined to its character and benefits, 
by ſome imitatory act? Now, can any thing be 
. deviſed, more to the purpoſe, more Ggnificant : 
of inward purity and holineſs, or of being 

cleanſed from an evil conſcience, than the waſh- 
ing of WATER? An ordinance originally admi- 
niſtered to Chriſtian converts, and afterwards to 
their infant ſeed, who are ſubjects of the goſpel 
_ covenant, as the Jewiſh in formerly were 


of the Moſaic. 
The third and laſt ritual is the Lord's Supper, 


and nothing can be ſuppoſed more level to the 
capacity of the 1gnorant—more conſonant to 


nature and a grateful heart—more Fe of owing 


to the exalted virtues and dying love of a Savi- 


BET * Mas is, ak 11. 27. 
| MO Our 


1 


our more pathetic in its exerciſe, or beneficial 


in its conſequences. This has always been my 
opinion of that ſervice : tho' I muſt be free to 


tell you, that opinion could not be formed from 


the general practice of profeſſing Chriſtians. Their 


conduct would lead me to ſuppoſe, that the inqui- 


ſition in Spain had appointed it; for there is no 
penance which they could avoid with more aſſi- 


duity, than this eaſy, ſimple, and delightful 


ordinance. I leave it to their own reflection, 


ov far it is 4% to break a poſitive command, 
or whether it is a ſign of zenderneſs to forget an 


, 1 
Had we leiſure, we might form a contraſt to 


this part of the ſubject, by examining the cere- 


monies of the Mos Af Law, The contraſt would 
be reaſonable, becauſe it is ſcriptural. The diſ- 


ciples of Chriſt are often reminded of the ſeve- 


rity of the Jewiſh yoke , or the hand- writing of 


ordinances which was againſt them, but which 
the Son of God has taken away, having nailed it 


to his croſs. St. Paul ſays to the Hebrews, that 


it conſiſted in meats and drinks, and divers 


waſhings and carnal ordinances, impoſed until 


the time of reformation, or to prepare a people 
for the Lord. F In this view, the ceremonies of 
the Jewiſh Law anſwered a moſt important and 
deſirable purpoſe : but at the amy bby it is a 


great mercy to be delivered from ſuch a bond- 


age. Whoever conſiders the number and ex- 


pence 


* It is obſervable, that the word yote (Cvyo;) is particu- 


larly uſed for ceremonial impoſitions, Acts xv. 10. and Gal. 
v. 1. And the word burden (oeliov) is uſed in the ſame 
ſenſe, Mat. xxiii. 4. Hence it is probable, that our Savi- 


our, in the text, had a ſpecial reference to the law of 


DoppriDbcs. 


f Heb, IX, ; 10. 
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pence of their ſacrifices, the journies of all the 
males thrice every year to Jeruſalem, their fre- 
quent faſtings and purifications, together with 
circumciſion and other rituals of that Covenant 
— muſt acknowledge with gratitude, that the 
poſitive requiſitions ; of the goſpel ; are few, eaſy, 


generous, and engaging. 
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II. We are, in the next place, to conſider 
| Chriſtianity as a MORAL ſyſtem. 


Be not ſtartled at the name : religion and 
morals are very good companions, and con- 
ftantly united in the goſpel, tho' too many in 
the Chriſtian world have endeavoured to ſet them 
at variance. Our Lord expreſsly lays, © herein 
is my father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, 
19 hall ye be my diſciples Not every one that 
ſaith unto me, LORD! Lord! ſhall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the 
will of n my father who is in heaven.”* Indeed, 
ſuch is the purity of the Chriſtian morals, that 

it may well be ſuppoſed, moſt who are adverſaries 
to this religion, embrace the principles of ſcep- 
ticiſm, becauſe they will not acquieſce in its 
commands. And I can affure ſuch perſons, 1 
will never fink the ſtandard of morality pro- 
poſed in the goſpel, in order to ſuit their #4 
They are welcome to call it ſevere and moroſe, 
if they cannot diſtinguiſh between ere and 
licentiouſneſs. 

However, the duties required in the New 

Teſtament are of ſuch a nature, as will both 
vindicate and confirm our Lord's obſervation in 
the text. The moral precepts of the goſpel 
carry their own conviction along with them : if 
this were not the cale, nf Paul could not, in 


© John xv. 8.— Mat. vii. 17 
* Joku Hs writing 


_ Let it further be conſidered, that 
pain we ſuffer in following the practical part of 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem, this docs not ariſe from that 


1 
writing to the Philippians, have made their own 
Conscience the proper ſtandard of their duty; 


which he certainly does, in that remarkable paſ- 


ſage, (Chap. iv, v. 8.) © whatſoever things are 
true—venerable—juſt—pure—lovely—-of good 


report; if there be any virtue, if there be any 
Praiſe— think on theſe things.“ | 5 
Ihe reſtraints which the goſpel lays upon our 


paſſions, the forgiveneſs it requires to our ene- 


mies, the moderation it enjoins in all worldly 


purſuits, and the heavenly-mindneſs to which it 
elevates the Chriſtian, are, undoubtedly, rules 
of conduct beyond the pureſt precepts of the 
Pagan Religion. But the eye which 1s accuſ- 


tomed to diſcern ſpiritual things muſt acknow- 
ledge the validity, importance, and excellence 


of ſuch commands. . 'The man who forgives an 
injury, or makes his paſſions ſubmit to his rea- 
ſon, whatever painful ſtruggle it may coſt him, 
poſſeſſes a greater character, than any man who 
ſat upon the throne of Cæs AR. He that fails in 
_ theſe duties bears within himſelf his own tormen- 
tor—which-clearly proves, that Chriſtianity re- 
gquires nothing inconſiſtent with reaſon, or con- 


trary to happineſs: I ſhould rather ſay, it proves 


that the demands of the Goſpel are the very ſame 
with the intereſts of mankind, and inſeperable 


trom the acquiſition of true felicity. 


whatever 


religion, but from curſelves. What gives to re- 


pentance its ſharpeſt ſting, or even lays a foun- 
dation for it ?—OQyr own folly and miſconduct. 
What makes it ſo troubleſome to break through 


wrong habits, and lay them aſide ?—Our having 


formerly indulged them too much. What mekes 
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the aifchatpe of virtue in any ſenſe, or in any 


ſituation, irkſome ?—Our not having practiſed 


it ſooner, and thus rendered it pleaſant by making 


it haditual. Once be perſuaded to make TRIAL 


of religion; once /et out in the path of godlineſs, 


and you will find it become every day more eaſy 
and delightful: * You will know by experience 
the obſervation of Solomon, that © Wiſdom's 


Ways are ways of PLEASANTNESS, and all her paths 
ier 

Nay, I would grant, for arguments ſake, to 
the abettors of Deiſm and immorality, (for they 

too often claſs together) that the duties required 
in the Goſpel were either ſeverely rigid, or in 


their application extremely painful. But they 


forget one neceſſary view of the ſubject (or 


at leaſt. wilfully keep it out of ſight) har is, 


the cruel bondage of fin, from which the reli- 
gion of Chriſt would exempt them. The wisz 
Max obſerves, that © the way of tranſgreſ- 
„ ſors is hard.” And whoever conſiders the 
trouble they meet with under the tyranny of luſt, 


—the frequent diſappointments to which a life of 


pleaſure is expoſed—the miſery which ſometimes 
will intrude itſelf amidſt their gayeſt moments 
and the dreadful accuſations of a guilty con- 
ſcience, in the hours of ſolitude and death—1I 


ſay, whoever meditates on theſe wages of ini- 


quity, muſt adopt the ſentiment of Chryſoſtom, 
that vice is more difficult than virtue. T He will 
no longer complain of the hardſhips of true reli- 


— -Hec dum incipias gravia ſunt, dumgue i ignores ; 5; 


ubi cognaris, facilia, _ | Tz RENT. Heaut. 


+ Prov: iii. 17, 


1 docneh rtf j 264% TG gens. rau aum enim tributa 
pendutt que WIFI; qui avaritiæ, qui libiduni fer viunt. 
| | Go. 


gion, 


_ 


1 


gion, but chearfully acknowledge, that ro SERV 


GOD 1s TO BE FREE. { 
But I have not done with the argument. It 


is abſurd to talk of the difficulties of a religious 


life, when divine aid is promiſed i in the goſpel to 


them that fervently ſeek it. Every humble peni- 
tent raay expect the favour and aſſiſtance of that 
God, who faid to the apoſtle, when exerciſed 
with ſore temptations “ my grace is ſufficient 
for thee, my ſtrength ſhall be made perfect in 
« weakneſs.” Now, if any man can cenſure 
chriſtianity as ſevere, which thus provides for 


our infirmities; and pretend he wants encourage- 


ment to comply with its dictates, when God him- 
elf is ready to affiſt, —---I muſt take the liberty 
to affirm, he is not to be reaſoned with. 


Once more; the moral duties of the Goſpel 
become eaſy and pleafant, if we look to the 
recompenſe of reward, which is reſerved in heaven. 
We may ſay of our duties, what St. Paul aſſerts 
of our trials, © they are not worthy to be com- 


pared with the 6Loky which ſhall be revealed in 


us.” Could we form an adequate conception of 


future happineſs, of the reſt which remaineth for 


the people of God, and the honour which awaits 
every genuine diſciple of Chriſt—we ſhould bluſh 
to mention a little difficulty or danger xow. Did 
the candidates in the games of Greece.think much 
of their toil, when they panted for the crown of 
glory? and ſhall we ſuffer ourſelves to be dif- 


Be- 


heartened, who have infinitely more to gain? 


hold a ſhort race terminated by everlaſting feli- 


city! A tew weary ſteps, followed by never-end- 
ing joy !—How great the diſproportion! let mur- 


murs be turned into thankſgiving, and every 
C4 RE ge +> heart | 
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in favour of its TRUTH, 


[ 12 ] 


heart be dilated with praiſe: for the command. 
ments of God are juſt and merciful, and in 
keeping of them there 1s a great reward. 


I ſhall now, as was propoſed, make ſome RRE“U 


FLECTIONS ſuitable to the deſign of our preſent 
meeting.“ 


5 You learn from hence what to think of 


- POPERY; of its nature, Sens origin, and 
effects. 


If Popery can \ with truth apply the words of 
our Saviour, „my yoke is eaſy, and my burden 
light,“ I will be the laſt to cenſure, and the 


Firſt to exalt it. But if it has corrupted the doc- 


trines of the goſpel, and debaſed its morals—if 


it has rendered /ig/t obſcure, ſimplicity intricate, 
and a free and generous ſervice laviſh and bur- 
denſome, let it be treated with the contempt it 
merits. That I may not be thought guilty of 


bringing a charge wl hich I cannot ſupport, let me 


beg your attention-to the following particulars, 
in which I ſhall enumerate the abſurdities, as well 


as heraſhips of that religion; for Borg are bur- 
denſome. When the human mind is properly 


educated, and her faculties improved by rational 
_ enquiry, every impoſed abſurdity is a burden: And 


ſhe muſt diveſt herſelf of the conſciouſneſs of 


her own dignity, before ſhe will focp to bear it. 
Let this idea be kept in remembrance, that we 


7 purſue the compariſon with advantage. 


7 Nothing but the fear of enlarging this diſcourſe to an 


mnreaſenable ſize, has determined nie to wave an inference, 


which ſhould otherwiſe have been treated at length. Tthink 
it well deſerves to be conſidered, < that if the Chriftian re- 
ligion is thus /mple in its doctrines, inſtitutions, and moral 
precepts, this very circumſtance is a preſumptive argument 


It 


CeO 


It was the deſign of the goſpel, © thateveryman 


ſhould be fully perſuaded in his own mind:* ” 


that we ſhould think and act for oui ev“ in mat- 
ters of religion; and call no man maſter but 
CHRiST. The church of Rome declares, you 


ſhall not exerciſe the right of private judgment, 


but ſubmits to her authority in decreeing articles 
of faith, and interpreting the ſenſe of ſcripture: 
thus claiming a power which the inſpired apoſtles 
diſowned. (2 Cor. 1, 24.) NN a re Fo 

In the word of God I am told, that the Most 


HIGH has declared from heaven, © He will not 


give his glory to another. If, xlii. 8. From the 
Council of Trent J learn, that the Pop is the 


Vicegerent of God, and to be acknowledged as 
ſuch by divine names, honours, and worſhip. (a) 
St. Paul affirms, in the moſt clear and de- 


ciſive language, © that to us there is but one 
God, and owe Mediator between God and man.“ 


(1 Tim. ii. 5, 6.) The Papiſts are of opinion, 
that one Mediator was not ſufficient! that the 
have a right to conſtitute more; and that departed 


ſaints become interceſſors in the court of heaven, 


* ROM. xiv. * 


(a) Thus it was ſaid to Pope Leo X. in his own hearing, 
All power is given to thee in heaven, and on earth.” 


Auguſtinus Triumphus, declares, that “the Pope is Lord of 


Lords, and King of Kings and in another place aſſerts, 
that we ought to aſcribe to him “ incomprehenſible and i- 
finite power,” (See Dr. Barrow on the Pope's ſupremacy.) 


This corruption of chriſtianity was foretold by St. 


Paul, in the moſt pointed language, (2 Theft. iii. 4.) 
And while that prophecy ſtands in the bible, reve- 
lation will never want an argument of its truth, Popery is 


ſo unlize the goſpel, that no Human imagination could have 


deviſed it poſſible, that ſuch a monſter could ever grow 
out of its bowels, The prediction muſt have been divine. 
Sce Dr, Ducbal's ſermons on the preſumptive evidences. 


when 
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when prayers are offered at their ſhrine by 


Penitents. (a) 


It is written in the ſecond Genannt 


« Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven 


« image, or any likeneſs of any thing in heaven 


c above, or in the waters under the earth; thou 
© ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to them, nor ſerve 


„them.“ Exod. xx. 4, 5. But the Catholic 
communion, in ſpite of ſuch a prohibition, not 
only permits, but vindicates the worſhip of 
images: and as that commandment, could the 
common people read it, would directly fly in the 


face of their practice, they have the modeſty to 


leave it out in their edition of the bible, and di- 
vide the tenth commandment into two parts, to 


preſerve the number of the whole. 


The doctrine of ſupererogation, or the ponbi- 
lityof transferring merit, is another flagrant abſur- 
dity: unleſs a perfon can give what he never poſ- 


ſeſt. Can there be nates in human actions, when 


if we have done al the things that are commanded 


us, we are but unprofitable ſervants?” Or has 


any man cauſe of boaſting, when“ there is not 


a juſt perſon upon carth, who docth good, and 
ſinneth not?” 


You have juſt heard, that the only Sacra- 
ments in the canon of ſcripture are bapiiſm, and 
the Lord's Supper. To theſe the Papiſts have 
added fve more; namely, Penance, confirmation, ex- 
treme unction, orders and matrimony. And what is, 


if poſſible, more extraordinary, the council of 


Trent pronounces every man accurſed, who ſhall. 


(a) It would puale the whole conclawe of Cardinals, to 
aſcertain, 1. In what part of ſpace, the ſpirits of the dead 


reſide: and 2dly, Whether they Can pear the prayers of their 


votar ies at ſuch a diſtance. 


venture 


„ 
venture to ſay that oy one of theſe is YI 
fluous. (4) 


The Lord's ſupper was s appointed by Chriſt, as 
a memorial of his death; ( now moſt people 
have been of opinion, that to remember a perſon, 
implies his abhence; but the church of Rome 
diſdains the maxims of common ſenſe, and pre- 
tends that Chriſt is preſent in perſon. With the 
ſame happy ſuperiority to vulgar opinions, ſhe 
_ declares, that a wafer by the conſecration of the 
prieſt is changed into a God, and in the abun- 
dance of her charity, denies ſalvation to thoſe 
ho believe and teach otherwiſe. (c) Our Lord, 
in the inſtitution of that ordinance, when he 


gave the cup to his diſciples, ſaid in the plaineft 


terms, © drink ye all of it.“ And St. Paul 
teaches us, that the cup was not confined to the 
miniſter, when he writes in the plural number to 
the ſociety at Corinth“ As often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, &c.“ U. imme.) 
'The Papiſts on the other hand, with-hold the 
wine from the laity, and ſuffer none but the 
clergy to taſte it: as if they were reſolved at all 
events, never to agree with the 1 when 
it is poſſible to contradict them. 


In the New Teſtament I read, that << none can 
forgive fins but God;” (Mark ii. 7.) the Catho- 
lics (to augment the revenue of the prieſts, and 
keep the people i in ſubjection) affirm, they have 
power delegated, to abſolve and forgive ſins, 


(a) Con. Trid. Seſs. VII. Can. 6, 8. (6) Luke xxii. 19. 
(c) Concil. Trid. Sel, 135 c. 6.— It is a pity that this 


decree ot the church about tranſubſtantiation was not pre- 
ceded by another; viz. No man ſhall / his ſenſes, be- 
* cauſe this would be an afront to God wno gave them.”? 


and 
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( 16 ] 
and for this purpoſe ordain the praiice of 
auricular confeſſion. 


'The word of God affures us, that every man's 
trial cloſes at death, for © as the tree falls, ſo it 
ſhall he;” that“ the wicked ſhall go away into 
everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous, 1nto 
life eternal; and to ſhew the analterable nature 
of theſe ſtates, this ſolemn charge is proclaim'd, 

He that is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill; and he 
that 1s holy, let him be holy ſtill.” But in op- 
| Poſition to every one of theſe paſſages, the 
church of Rome has diſcovered a purgatory, 
which will reform the ſinner, and deliver his ſoul: 
thus in effect, breaking down the barriers be- 
tween virtue and vice, and hardening the wicked 

in their impious ſtate, —For, what avails it to 
begin the work of repentance now, if, according 
to that ſyſtem, they can have their guilty plea- 
ſures in this life, and the joys of heaven in the 
next? (a )—Nay, they go farther than this: 

Bellarmine expreſly declar es, « that Chriſt gave 
c authority to Peter, to make that to be {in which 
« 1S no ſin, and that to be no fin, which is fin.” 
What 1s this, but making Peter an Atheiſt, 
and his maſter too? (5) 


(a) I am perſuaded, the extenſive progreſs of Pavers has 
been owing chiefly to the circumſtances mentioned above. 
But ſtill, ab/e/ution of fin is more effectually provided for by 
atheiſm and infideliiy, than by all the decrees of Popes or 
councils, He that would fin without any check of con- 
ſcience, has nothing more to do than embrace the principles 
of Spineza, and ſatisfy himſelf there is 20 Cd; this will go 
farther than Bulls and Indulgencies, and is much cheaper than 
conſulting a prieſt, 


(b) Writers on this ſubjeR, hang very july 1 00 
with the papiſts, that (except Judas who hanged himſelf) 
there is not one of the apoſtles 1o ſeverely cenſured as Peter. 
This, as well as Paul's treatment of him, does not much 
favour the doctrine of his nne, 

St. 


E . 

St. Paul was an honeſt man, who conſidered 
uvſeſulneſs as the chief end of life, when he ſaid 
to the Corinthians, that he would neither pray nor 

preach in an unknown tongue: Whatever he did, 
he would do it with the ſpirit, and he would do 
it with the underſtanding alſo. And indeed, one 
would think it the plaineſt of maxims, nothing 
can profit, which we do not underſtand. However, 

this doctrine, though good ſenſe in England, is 
not ſo at Rome. For the papal church adminiſters 
the ordinances of public worſhip in Latin; and 
it is actually one of the canons of the council of 

| Trent. If any one ſhall ſay, that maſs ought 
to be celebrated only in the vulgar tongue, 

c let him be anathema.” (a) Surely, the prieſts 
of that church fall under the cenſure paſſed on 


(a) I muſt acknowledge, the council of Trent does not ab- 
folately prohibit the celebration of maſs in the vulgar tongue; 
_ nay, it allows paſtors, during the ſervice, occaſionally to ex- 

ound ſome parts to the people. (Seff. 22. c. 8.) - But 
13 2 made this conceſſion, I beg leave to remark---1. 
| The papiſts are ſtill chargeable with aflerting, that there is 
no zece/ſity for underſtanding the worſhip we preſent.---2, 
The council declares it to be expedient, that maſs ſhould not 
be celebrated 1n the vulgar tongue. So that ignorance in 
the ſervice of God, is preferable to knowledge.---3. Appli- 
cations have been made to the Pope, by the kings of France 
and Poland, for leave to introduce their native language into 
public ſervice---but an anathema was returned.---4. When 
the MiJal was tranſlated into French, in the time of Pope 
Alexander VII. his holineſs ſent a brief to the clergy, for- 
bidding the uſe of it, and condemning the authors, as /os of 
perdition.---5. The ated practice of the Roman Catholics, 13 
the belt interpreter of their doctrine; now, in public, they 
uniformly celebrate maſs in Latin.---6, Without a /pecial 
licenſe, even the uſe of the Bible, is with-held from the people. 

For a more diſtinct view of this important ſubje&, ſee _ 

Bp. Williams's diſcourſe on the worſhip of God in an un- 
known tongue. . : e 8 
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the Jewiſh expounders, © they take away the key 


© of knowlege, and neither enter in themſelves, 
« nor ſuffer thoſe that would to enter.” 8 
But the time would fail me, ſhould I endea- 
vour to recount all the errors and abſurdities of 
that religion. Hitherto, I have ſaid nothing of 


their gricvous penances, their voluntary mortifica- 
Lions, their mangling the body to make atone- 
ment for ſin, and counting their beads as the 
meaſure of their devotion. in ſhort, there is but 
one method of explaining the papal ſyſtem, or 
aſſigning a reaſon Tor all its doctrines, rites and 


cer emonies— WW hich 1s this“ brieſtiy power and 


wealth.” To enrich a few, at the expence and 


miſery of the multitude, is apparently the grand 


Object of popery. And ſo long as this end can 


be ſecured, it matters not, how ignorant, how 


impcveriſhed, how at; je ett, and ho w wretched are the 
vulgar. (c ) 


Vet after all, many of the n of that 
religion are harmleſs, compared with the laſt I 


ſhall mention.—And I tremble to mention it. — 
Nature recoils and ſkudders at the thought.—T 


mean their bleody thirſt ſor perſecution and 
death. A ſavage might be aſtoniſhed to hear 


that there is a race exiſting, who imagine they do 


God ſervice by the murder of his Creatures ?— 
but what mult a Chriftion think? Are theſe the 
followers of the patient Lamb, whoſe © yoke is 
eaſy, and his burden light.“ Who would not 


command fire from heaven to conſume the Sama- 


(0) The reader may ſee this charge ananſiver ably proved, 
in a humorous Ser on the 5th of November, (1735) 
from thoſe words of Demetrius the ji arp (Acts xix. 25. N 


1 27 this craf ft we haye our Wealth. 20 


iin 
Vans, but when he was expiring at Cee 
prayed for his executioners? 


We muſt be ſtrangely ignorant of popery, if 
we do not know that religious perſecution is eſſen- 
tial to its nature. And could it once get a foot- 


Ing in this kingdom again, you might read by 


the light of Smithfield fires the truth of what I 
have aſſerted. (a) The inſtruments employ'd 


by the Papiſts for torture and death, I will not 
mention in this place; for as Bp. Burnet juſtly 


remarks, © they take a pleaſure 1 in doing—what a 


proteſtant cannot bear to hear.” But, let them try 


every ſhift imagination can furniſh, they cannot 


clear themſelves from this heavy charge, that 
they have murdered more Chriſtians, than heathen 
Rome ever did, from the time of the apoſtles, to 


the days of Conſtantine. (#9) Under Pope Julius 
II. near 200,000 perſons were deſtroyed in the ſpace 


of ſeven years. From the beginning of the order 


of the Jeſuits, to the year 1580, i. e. in the ſpace 


of thirty or forty years, 900,000 Chriſtians were 
maſſacred, During the ſhort reign of Queen 


(a) The Pa its endeavour to vindicate the practice of 
perſecution, from thoſe words of our Saviour.“ Compel them 
* to come in.” But parables are not a ground of argu- 
ment; and it would be very ſtrange indeed, if men mult be 


treated like cattle, when God requires of us a willing 
Heart. If perſecution is lawful from a papiſt, it would be 
equally fo again him. But there never yet was an advocate 


for perſecution, when he himſelf was to be the ſubject of it.--- 


As the papiſts are fond of parables, they ſhould diligently 


compare one with another. When the rares ſprang up 
among the wwhear, and ſome furious ſervants were for de- 


ſtroying the former, the maſter ſaid to them . Nay ; left 
while ye gather up the tares, ye root up alfo the wheat with 


them. Let both grow WR until the harveſt,” Matt. Xili. 


29, 30. | 
) Dr. Geddes's 10 5 v. III. E Nay 6, 


. Mary, 


L 20 


Mary, in this kingdom, ſeveral hundreds were 
burnt. In Ireland (A. D. 1641.) within the ſpace 
of two months, 150,000 were butchered. And 
the well-known maſſacre at Paris, when the fatal 
ſignal was given in the dead of night, by tolling 
the bell of St. Germain's, amounted in the end 


to cne hundred thouſand ++ 1a al Let us 


draw a curtain over the refs.” 
'Thus are the words of Nee fulfilled, con- 


cerning BABYLON the great, the mother of Harlots, 
and abominations, « She was drunken with the 


ce blood of the ſaints, and with the blood of the 
ce martyrs of Jeſus.” F _ To | 
Now, my friends, what think you of popery? 
Can you doubt, whether the church of Rows is an 
ANTI-CHRISTIAN church? will any man venture ta 
ſay, that there is no difference between mldneſs 


and /everity--between liberty and bondage between 


truth and error, — between the commandments of 


| Gov, and the traditions of MEN; between per- 


miſſion to live, and inexorable decrees to die? 
It is freely allowed, that among the Roman 


Catholics there may be Many poſſeſſed of great 
virtue, and goodneſs of heart: but this does not 


alter the nature of their religion. Whoever reads 
the hiſtory of their ſyr ods, and the decrees of 
their councils, may be convinced, their principles 
are cruel and unjuſt; - though ſome can varniſh 


them withpoliteneſs, and others really mend them 
by their practice. As to the liberty which ſhould 
be granted them, if J may give you my own ſen- 
5 timents on ſo delicate a point, could a line be 


+ Rev. xvii. 6. Should: e a: that theſe are 
ſacts of ancient date, I aniwer, the cruelties at Thorn and. 


 Ealtzbargh are (ulliciently modern. 


drawn 


1 21 1 
drawn between their religious and civi! opinions, 
they have a perfect right to the exerciſe of the 
former, but the latter are inconſiſtent with the 
ſafety and proſperity of this kingdom. Their 
allegiance to the Pope renders them averſe to 
every proteſtant power: and that fundamental 
notion © that they are not bound to keep faith 
c with hereticks,” makes an alliance with them 
as uncertain as the reed ſhaken by the wind. If 
this obſtacle could be removed, I perſuade my- 
ſelf, that no bar ſhould be put to the emoyment 
of their religious principles: for religion in every 
ſtate ſhould be yrEE. | 

But I cannot cloſe this head without obſerving, 
that as the Papiſts have lately had an enlarge- 
ment of their privileges, (againſt which no objec- 
tion ſhould be made, if dependance may be 
placed on their oath) ſo we ſhould be very 
careful, that our charity does not ſpring from an 
inſenſi Fay to the real worth of the proteſtaut 
faith. There is great danger of this. The ap- 
pearance of candor very often takes its riſe from 
carelesneſs ; and there is too much reaſon to fear, 
that juſt in proportion as this age has improved 
in politeneſs, it has loſt the fervor of its zeal, 
and abated the flame of its piety. 
2. If Popery is an antichriſtian religion, we 
ought to commemorate with gratitude the won- 
 derful ſteps of Providence, to reſcue this kingdom 
from its power. - 
I cannot pretend to enumerate all the inſtances. 
of divine goodneſs in this reſpect ; for then I 
muſt recite, at large, the annals of my country. 
But let me remind you of ſome facts, though 
others muſt be omitted. 
How ſingular was that interpoſition of Provi- 
dence, Which rendered abortive the proud pur- 
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poſes of Spain, and, in the year 1558, deſtroyed 
by a ſtorm what (in the ſpirit of inſolence) they 
called the invincible Armada? 


In the reign of James the Iſt, the liberty of 


this kingdom was expoſed to a fatal blow. The 


King was an enemy to popery, not ſo much from 


by principle, as from private pique; and on the 22d 
of February, 1604, he publiſhed a proclamation, 
that all Jeſuits and popiſh Prieſts ſhould inſtantly 
_ depart from the iſland. This awaking the ma- 

| lice of their hearts, which can only be compared 


to that of infernal ſpirits, they formed the deſpe- 
rate plan of deſtroying the King and both houſes 


of Parliament the firſt day they ſhould aſſemble. 


For this > purpoſe, they hired a cellar under the 


| houſe of lords, and ſtored it with every kind of 


combuſtibles : and as the parliament was pro- 
rogued to the th of November, 1605, that was 


the day appointed to rivet on our necks the yoke 
of papal bondage, and to ſeal for ever the ſlavery 
of the kingdom. But Providence frequently or- 

dains, that the wicked mall be enſnared in their 


own craftineſs: the conſpi N was diſcovered by 


a letter to one of the nobles; and this day de- 
ſerves to be kept in remembrance of that event 


unto all generations. | 
But this was only the beginning of mercies ; for 

in 1688, when James the Ild intended to eſtabliſh 

popery both in cities and colleges, WILLIAu the 


IIId, then. Prince of Orange, was invited from the 
Hague, as the defender of our faith, and the 


guardian of our liberties. To him, under Pro- 


vidence, we owe the GLORIOUS REVOLUTION : 


an Ara from which we may date the proſperity of 
Pritain. Then knowledge ſucceeded ignorance; 


candour warmed the breaſt, which had been 


frozen with ſeycrity ; cheat fulneſs ſat in the coun- 


1 


tenance, which ſuperſtition clouded before; arts 
and ſciences gained credit and improvement; 
education, on the largeſt plan, was encouraged; 


fchools were rational and free ; miniſters were 


ſupported in their ſacred function; the rights of 


| conſcience were allowed, and religious opinions 
tolerated. Every man was permitted to © fit un- 
der his vine, and under his fig-tree,” not diſturb- 


ed by ſecular power, nor moleſted by party-rage. 
leſſed art thou, Oh, ral; who is like untothee!“ 


But, while we commemorate with pleaſure 


the deeds of our anceſtors, let us not fail to 
look up to Heaven with a grateful heart. There 
fits the King of Kings, and the ruler of princes ; 
the nations of the world are in the hollow of his 
hand, and all ſecond cauſes wait for his direction. 
Promotion cometh neither from the eaft, nor 


from the weſt, nor from the ſouth : but God is 
the judge, he putteth down one, and ſetteth up 


 another.—lIf it had not been the Lord who was 

on our ſide, when men roſe up againſt us, then 
they had ſwallowed us up quick, when their wrath _ 
was kindled againſt us.—Our foul is eſcaped as a 
bird out of the ſnare of the fowlers; the ſnare is 


broken, and we are eſcaped.” (a) 


3. Let us learn from theſe events, to confide in 
the Providence of God, amidit preſent or future 


_ dangers. He can diſperſe the clouds which hang 
over the Britiſh empire, and remove the judg- 

ments, which our impiety and ingratitude merit. 
Perhaps, it is in mercy to this favour'd iſland, 
that he viſits our iniquities with a rod, and our 


tranſgreſſion with ſtripes: And, when theſe have 
anſwered their invaluable purpoſe, —when luxury 
1s reſtrained, pride and ambition ſubdued, mode- 


ration and temperance manifeſted, and the houſe 


(a] Pi. RXV, 6, 7. Pl, exxive 2, 3, 7. 
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of God, and religious inſtitutions, are more re- 
garded; When families are not aſnamed to pray, 
and private Chriſtians will frequent their clo- 
ſets hen morality and honeſty take place of diſ- 
ſimulation and guile—Then we may reaſonably 
hope, Our LG ſhall riſe out of obſcurity; 
and GOD, even OUR OWN GOD, ſhall bleſs us.” 

But waving other reflections of a public nature, 
let me add, 


| What an amiable view does this ſubjet af- 
ford of the character and diſpoſition of carisT? 
And, what encouragement does it offer to every 
| fearful ſpirit? 


As the prophet forctold, ce he will not break 
ce the bruiſed reed, norquench the ſmoaking flax.” 
He does not wiſh to burden his people, nor afflict 
them wit. unneceſſary pain. He is like his own 

picture oi he good Samaritan: for he alle vt ates the 
diitreſſes human life, and pours into the broken 
heart the « of conſolation. 


Oh, come unto Jeſus, all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and he will give you reſt! You 
learn his mildneſs from the nature of his reli- 
gion: for that proves him to be meek and lowly 
of heart. He is not an auſtere maſter, reaping 
where he has not ſown, and gathering where he 
has not ſcattered abroad.—Therefore be of good 
courage, oh ye of little faith! While ye guard 
againſt preſumption, fall not into deſpair. Let 
your tears be few, and your temper chearful,— 
You may fly to that Saviour with hope and con- 
fidence, animated by his e and allured 385 
bis grace. 


e e conduct muſt be inexcu/able, who refi ſe 
ſubmiſion to Chriſt, . treat the el with 


neglect 
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neglect. Bleſſed be God, it is in no man's power 


to ſay, that his commandments are grievous; for 
there is every reaſonable motive to be firm and 
active in keeping them. Your own conſcience 
muſt approve their nature ; God himſelf 1s wil- 
ling to lend you all deſirable aſſiſtance; and the 
tranſporting joys of immortality ſhall recom- 
penſe the efforts of virtue. What can you deſire 
more? Can the votaries of worldly pleaſure pro- 
miſe an equivalent? Alas! it is written in their 
very countenance, “that the pleaſures of ſin are 


but for a ſeaſon.” Then aſk the ſons of infide- 
lity, who affect to deſpiſe the doctrines of the 


goſpel, as they trample on its precepts :—have 


they any thing Seer to offer? Any thing more ge- 
nerous, rational, or conſolatory? Any thing more 


worthy of God, or. beneficial to his creatures? 
Can they frame a ſyſtem equally adapted to 


ſtrengthen the ſprings of virtue, and wipe away 


the tears of penitence—to diſpel the gloom of 
ſickneſs, and enlighten the valley of the ſhadow 
of death ! — Alas! in thoſe trying fituations, 
which no artifice can evade or poſtpone, © miſer- 


able comforters are they all.” Therefore I exhort 
you, brethren, in the words of the apoſtle, © See 
to 1t, that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh ; but 


continue in the faith, grounded and ſettled, and 


be not moved away from the hope of the goſpel.” 
Do not deſpiſe your own mercies. The grace of 


God may be turned into vengeance. If we re- 
ject the mild and eaſy government of a Saviour; 
—if when he calls, we refuſe to hear—the time 
may come, when the ſceptre of peace ſhall be 
broken, and the Judge ſhall deliver this awful 
charge to his angels, © Thoſe mine enemies, who 


would not that I ſhould reign over them, bring 


hither, and lay them before me.“ 
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6. I conclude with exhorting parents, to repre- 


ſent chriſtianity to their children in its native co- 
lours. Let them be told, that religion does not 
conſiſt in melancholy and rigour, ſourneſs or ſe- 
verity. Guard againſt thoſe contracted views of 
it, which leſſen the Beauty of holineſs, and might 
deter young people from embracing it. Try to 
convince them, that the yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, 
and his burden light. Addreſs yourſelves to 
their tender feelings, watch the progreſs of their 
underſtanding, and endeavour to win them over 
by perſuaſive arguments. Fear is a ſervile paſ- 


ſion, and commonly tranſitory ; but love is in- 


genuous, and likely to be perpetual. The former 
durns our duty into bondage; but the latter con- 


verts every ſervice into pleaſure. (a) 


May a divine bleſſing attend your pious la- 
bours, —and may the your EH of this religious 
ſociety experience the happineſs promiſed by In- 

ppiration itſelf:—I LOVE THEM THAT LOVE ME, 

AND THOSE THAT SEEK ME EARLY SHALL, FIND ME. 


(% Quicguid difficile off in præcepto lee off amanti. 


AUGUST. 
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